
The divergent approaches of these compelling films take on the impact of recent events in the Arab world.
This film series responds to the themes of FotoFest 2014: The Fifteenth International Biennial of Photography
& Photo-Related Art (www.fotofest.org )

MFAH FILMS
ARAB WORLDS
April 5–26, 2014

LADDER TO DAMASCUS 
(SOULLAM ILA DIMASHK)
Directed by Mohamed Malas
(Qatar/Lebanon/Syria, 2013, 95 min.,
in Arabic with English subtitles)
Saturday, April 5, 7:00 p.m.
Sunday, April 6, 5:00 p.m.

In a century-old home in the center 
of the capital city, twelve young Syrians
rent rooms, having moved to pursue
studies or follow professional ambition.
Huddled within the confines of the 
elegant house as the uprising gradually
erupts in the city, they can no longer
ignore the calls for freedom. Ladder to
Damascus is a captivating window into
the psyche of ordinary Syrians grappling
with a historic upheaval, directed by a
man credited as being the first auteur 
of Syrian cinema. – 2013 Toronto
International Film Festival

ADMISSION
Admission: $9 general public, $7 MFAH members, seniors, students. Write to film@mfah.org to inquire about group sales. Tickets on sale now at the Museum and 
online at mfah.org.

The MFAH film department is supported by Tenaris; Franci and Jim Crane; the National Film Preservation Foundation; James V. Derrick; Ms. Melanie Gray and
Mr. Mark Wawro; Gary Tinterow and Christopher Gardner; Lynn S. Wyatt; and Nina and Michael Zilkha.

Special thanks to Veronique Prentice, Rania Daniel, Zoe Goldman, Wendy Watriss, and Rasha Salti for their involvement with the Arab Worlds film selections.

Follow us at facebook.com/mfahfilms and twitter.com/mfahfilms

µ˙The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston
Brown Auditorium Theater, The Caroline Wiess Law Building, 1001 Bissonnet Street  713-639-7515  mfah.org/film

WADJDA
Directed by Haifaa Al-Mansour 
(Saudi Arabia, 2012, 98 min., in Arabic
with English subtitles)
Friday, April 18, 7:00 p.m.
Sunday, April 20, 5:00 p.m.

The first Saudi Arabian feature film shot
by a woman (who directed her crew from
inside a van with a walkie-talkie), Wadjda
features a girl who desperately wants to
buy a forbidden bicycle in order to beat 
a boy in a race. Wadjda schemes to raise
the money herself by entering a contest
to recite verses from the Koran. An inspir-
ing coming-of-age story from a part of
the world with which Western audiences
are largely unfamiliar.

THE ATTACK
Directed by Ziad Doueiri
(Lebanon/France/Qatar, 2012, 102
min., in Arabic and Hebrew with
English subtitles)
Saturday, April 19, 7:00 p.m.

An Arab surgeon in Tel Aviv with a promis-
ing career discovers that his beloved wife,
Siham (Reymond Amsalem), is not just 
a victim of a suicide bombing, but is the
primary suspect. The doctor, determined
to understand her secret life, heads to 
the West Bank where he is devastated 
to learn the motivations for her actions.

THE SQUARE (AL MIDAN)
Directed by Jehane Noujaim
(Egypt/USA, 2013, 95 min., in
Arabic and English with English
subtitles)
Friday-Saturday, April 25–26, 7:00
p.m.

The filmmaker and her crew spent 20
months shooting in Cairo’s Tahrir Square,
starting with the 2011 uprising against
former president Hosni Mubarak. Filmed
from the perspectives of six activists, a
gripping, vivid portrait of events emerges.
After premiering at the 2013 Sundance
Film Festival, the filmmakers continued
filming in Egypt, with the new version
described as “cinema catching up with
history-in-the-making.” The film received
an Oscar nomination for Best
Documentary Feature. 
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